
Content Writing

Finding and using sources



Sourcing = Creating Content That Stands Out



Sourcing = Creating Content with Expertise



What sources can I use?

● Published research, surveys, polls, etc.

● Quality books on the topic

● Quotes, tips and insight from an expert in the field

● Trends or market report

● Published news on the topic

● Others - you may have to get creative depending on what you have access to 

and what you need



Published Research, Surveys, Polls



Bingo!



Research, Surveys, Polls, Case Studies, etc.

● Find the most recent data you can - don’t refer to something from 2010 when 

you can find something from 2020

● Refer and link to that data from its original source, not where someone else 

cited it

● Google can be a great way to find these 
○ If it’s cited by other sources, you might find it that way

○ If you try including “research,” “study,” “survey” in your search terms you might find something

○ Google Scholar for academic research papers

○ ResearchGate and Academia.edu

○ Try accessing at your local library for journals that are paywalled



Books



Books



Experts!!!



How to Find Experts on a Topic

● Google it

● Use LinkedIn

● Use Help a Reporter Out (HARO)

● Reach out to your network

● Hop onto a message board or relevant Reddit thread

● Look for conferences or events where you might find experts IRL, then see 

who’s presenting



Finding an Expert on Google



Who’s this Chima person?



Finding Sources on LinkedIn



Searching for an Expert on LinkedIn



Use HARO



How to Use HARO



How to Use HARO



How to Use HARO



A Few Tips

● Wait for all responses to come in, filter out the best ones you’d like to connect 

with

● Send questions by email to those you’ve selected and provide a deadline

● Make sure you ask for the job title and any site you should link to for the person 

you are quoting

● Follow up with everyone you included after the piece is posted to share the link; 

tag them on social

● Add these people to a list including what expertise they have in case you need a 

quote from them in the future!



One HARO Caveat

● The site you are writing for must have been running for at least one month

● Must have a Similarweb ranking of 1 million or less 
https://www.similarweb.com/

https://www.similarweb.com/


Reach Out to Your Network

● Ask people you know if they have any relevant connections

● Use any groups/communities you belong to (like FCDC!) to see if you can 

connect with anyone that way

● Look for any personal connection you can find to get experts to speak to you - 

“you worked with my good friend at ____,” “we went to the same primary school,” 

“we both wrote for ___”



Trend/Market Reports and Research



How to Find Market Research

● Check websites of leaders in the space

● Use Google - it can be as simple as “seo report” or “seo trends” - think about 

how this report might look and what it might include and get Googling

● Forums and communities - ask people in the industry what research and 

resources they are aware of

● HARO - sources will often bring these reports forward for you

● Any sources you are already using - they’re experts, do they know of anything?



Published News on a Topic

● Not relevant for all topics, but if you can give your content some immediate 

relevance, that can be a good thing

● Understand how your topic is being presented in the news and some areas of 

concern

● Another way to dig up relevant research, reports etc. (because news outlets 

often report on them)



Find Published News with Google News

● https://news.google.com

● Enter your search and use tools to refine as necessary

https://news.google.com


Final Tip: Get Creative

● Who or what resources might help people better understand your topic?

● Who can you leverage to help you connect with people who know more?

● How can you use what you know to track down more of what you don’t?



Questions?



Homework

● Have a look at the tools/techniques we talked about today


