
Keyword Research

Digging Deeper



Homework



What is the piece of content about?



What are people asking about topic clusters?



What else?



What are other ranking pages writing?



Dig Deeper!



Use Those Keywords!



Keyword Q&A



Keywords are just for search engines

True? False?



Keywords are just for search engines

True? False?



You shouldn’t go after highly competitive keywords

True? False?



You shouldn’t go after highly competitive keywords

True? False?



You should always target the highest-volume keywords

True? False?



You should always target the highest-volume keywords

True? False?



An Example



You can only target one keyword in a piece of content

True? False?



You can only target one keyword in a piece of content

True? False?



Secondary keywords are just synonyms of primary keywords

True? False?



Secondary keywords are just synonyms of primary keywords

True? False?



Secondary Keywords

● Add more detail to initial keywords

● They can be synonyms, but try to stretch beyond that to find related keywords 

that address some of the subtopics you should be covering

● When they are synonyms or very closely related, make a note to include those 

in your piece
○ H1, H2, H3 tags, Meta description, text

● Typically you want to target 1 primary keyword and 1-3 secondary keywords 

you want to rank for

● Collect more and group to figure out some areas to cover



Query: Topic Clusters

● Audience: Beginner bloggers/business owners

● Aim: Let’s assume you are writing this for a business that sells tools and 

templates that help beginners map out a content strategy. 



“Topic Clusters Brief”

● Solid volume

● Competition is moderate



Competing Sites



Here’s what I did

● First, I wanted to better understand what are searchers really looking for here



Run some searches on related keywords



Competitors for “SEO Content Strategy”



Options

● Topic clusters could be hard to rank for - I could target “SEO Content 

Strategy” and include topic clusters as a section.

● I could focus my piece on topic clusters around templates. This is useful, fits 

the target audience, and hits some less competitive keywords as well

● Could also dig in to some of the related keywords like “pillar and cluster 

strategy” or “pillar content strategy.” They are lower volume, but much 

easier to rank for.



Keyword Research = an Adventure

● It isn’t just about pulling out 

keywords and adding them to 

your content.

● Follow that topic area around 

until you find the things that are 

valuable.



Questions?



Homework

● Read the provided reading on keyword research and creating a brief

● Try the brief on “topic clusters” again


