
Content Outlines & Briefs

First things first …



Homework

Awesome Ideas

● Using quotes from former FCDC 

students/members

● Telling a story about your experiences in 

the first person

● Looking through FCDC forums to see what 

members are asking/struggling with

● Money

Common Mistakes

● Going too far 

● Not taking risks



How do you start a 
project or piece?



Content Outline vs. Content Brief?

Content Outline

● Useful for any type of content

● Establishes your key area of focus

● Lays out the key points you’ll cover 

(subheadings)

● Lays out the supporting information and 

sources you’ll use in each section

Content Brief

● Typically for SEO content

● Ensures writers/editorial teams are aligned

● Defines goal of the content 

● Often includes:
○ Primary and secondary keywords

○ Heading and subheadings (H2s and H3s)

○ Work count

○ Competitors

● May also include:
○ Internal/external linking



Content Briefs Align Expectations



Content Briefs Flesh Out the Important “Whys” 

● Who is this piece of content for? (target audience)

● What are they hoping to learn?

● What other content out there is aiming at the same keyword and audience?

● What does the publication aim to achieve with this content?

● The path the content will take to achieve these things
○ Keywords

○ Headings and subheadings

○ Word count

○ Linking







A Content Brief Template



Step 1: Keyword Research

● Search intent
● Volume
● Difficulty



Search Intent

● Informational: Wants to learn
● Commercial: Want to learn about about a product/service
● Transactional: Wants to complete an action 
● Navigational: Wants to get somewhere



Volume

● Helps you gauge the 
popularity of keywords

● Ensures there’s an 
audience out there for 
your content topic



Search Volume Caveats



Search Volume Isn’t a Perfect Measurement

● If the keyword is seasonal or trending, it may get huge traffic one 

month, and very little the next

● It doesn’t take into account all the related keywords that piece of 

content could rank for



Higher Search Volume ≠ More Traffic



Some Searches Feature a Lot of Ads



There’s a Place for Low or No-Volume Keywords



What’s “Good” Volume?



Difficulty



Hard Keyword!



Questions?



Homework

● Do some keyword research on queries related to “topic clusters.” Find a good 

angle for an article on this and create an SEO brief using the template I’ll 

provide.

● SEMRush is best learned by trying and exploring, so please come back with 

questions you have about this exercise.


